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Isaiah  XXVI.  20th,  and  Part  of 
^the  aVVerfe. 

Comey  my  People ,  enter  thou  into 
thy  Chambers ,  andfhut  thy  Doors 
about  thee  :  Hide  thy  felf  as  it 
wet  e  fot  a  little  ISFoment }  until  the 
Indignation  be  overpafl.  For  he- 
hold  the  Ford  cometh  out  of  his 
place  to  punifh  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Earth  for  their  Iniquity. 

HE  ruling  Principle  of  Nature, 
Self  -  Prefers  at  ion ,  puts  all  Men 
upon  providing  again#  Danger, 
when  they  fee  it  approaching; 
Religion  dire&s  to  the  moft  pro- 
per  Methods  of  Security. 

My  Text  contains  the  gracious  call,  or  kind 
advice  of  God  to  his  People,  to  take  the  moft 
effedtual  meafures  for  their  Safety  during  that 
general  Calamity,  which  by  his  Prophet  he  had 
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declared  he  would  fend  on  the  whole  Earth* 
Chap .  xxiv. 

The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  in  difcourfing  on 
thefe  Words,  is  to  give  you  the  Explication 
and  true  Senfe  of  them. 

Corny  my  people.  Not  gOy  but  come  %  inti¬ 
mating,  that  God  dire&ed  them  no  whither, 
but  where  his  Prefence  fhould  be  with  them. 
Enter  into  thy  Chambers ,  and  Jhut  thy  Doors  a- 
hout  thee.  The  Word,  which  we  trans¬ 

late  Chambers ,  Signifies  the  inmoft  and  fafeft 
Part  of  anv  Houle *  and  inafmuch  as  Men  ufu- 

*■  j  J 

ally  choofe  fuch  a  Part  to  reft  in,  the  Word  is 
often  in  Scripture  ufed  to  denote  the  Bed- 
Chamber.  So  that  here  good  Men  are  direfted 
to  get  into  the  fafeft  and  moft  fecret  Places, 
and  then  to  Jhut  their  Doors ,  to  make  all  faft 
about  them :  Blit  God’s  Judgments  can  reach 
Men ,  how  clofely  foever  inclofed  within 
ftrong  Walls  >  they’ll  all  fell  down  before  his 
Indignation  >  the  Arrows  of  the  Almighty 
will  pierce  through  the  ftouteft  Trenches  or 
Barricades.  Thefe  Words  therefore  are  not  to 
be  taken  in  a  literal  but  a  figurative  Senfe. 
[The  Flourifhes  of  Rhetorick  are  very  much 
ufed  in  the  Prophetical  Style,  efpecially  by 
IJaiahy  who  (fuitably  to  his  Quality,  as  being 
of  the  Blood  Royal  of  Judah ,  and  a  Courtier 
during  feveral  Reigns)  ufed  a  Style  free 
from  Rufticity  and  Roughnefs,  and  much  more 
polite  and  refined  than  the  other  Prophets.] 

This  is  a  Metaphor  taken  from  the  Cuftom 
of  Men  in  Times  of  Danger,  d.  cc  As  Fear 
u  and  Prudence  put  Men  on  fecuring  them- 
a  felves  within  the  fafeft  Retreats  in  ftormy 
4C  Weather,  and  when  Dangers  threaten :  So 
u  comey  my  People ,  now  my  Wrath  is  defcend- 
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«  ing  on  the  Earth,  take  fuch  meafures  to  fe- 
«  cure  your  felves,  as  will  be  more  effe&ual, 

«  than  the  ftrongeft  Places  can  be  in  ordinary 
«  Cafes.”  It  is  very  probable,  that  here  is  an 
Allufion  to  the  Charge  which  God  gave  to 
the  Ifraelites ,  to  keep  within  their  Houles,  and 
not  go  out  of  their  Doors ,  while  he  was  puffing  Exod.  xlL 
thro ’  to  finite  the  Egyptians.  Or  elfe  reference  Z2>  2  3* 
may  be  had  to  the  Condition  of  Security  given 
to  Rahuh ,  to  keep  within  doors  during  the 
Deftru&ion  of  Jericho . 

Hide  thy  f elf  as  it  were  for  a  little  Moment 9  Jofh.ii.19. 
until  the  Indignation  he  overpaft .  i.  e.  Reft  fe- 
curely,  for  I  will  hide  you  from  all  Danger  * 
and  don’t  be  too  much  terrified,  tho’  you  fee 
fad  Defolations  effefted  by  my  Indignation,  be- 
caufe  the  Time  is  fliort,  and  my  Wrath  fliall 
ceafe.  Some  Expofitors  #  interpret  the  Word 
Indignation ,  as  referring  to  Men  $  till  the  Anger 
of  the  tyrants ,  or  the  Fury  of  the  Aflyrians 
be  overpaft :  But  this  does  not  feem  agreeable 
to  the  next  Claufe  5  for  behold  the  Lord  cometh 
out  of  his  place ,  in  order  to  ftiew  his  Indigna¬ 
tion,  and  to  punifh  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth . 

The  Seventy  Interpreters  have  therefore  thought 
fit  to  fupply  the  Word  reading  it,  until 

the  Anger  of  the  Lord  be  overpaft  5  and  fo  do 
other  Verfions. 

It  is  furprifing  to  find  fome  Critics  f  ex¬ 
pounding  the  Words  as  referring  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Judgment  of  the  laftDayj  when  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  Word  looking  that  Way  % 
and  when  the  very  following  Words  deter¬ 
mine  the  Senfe  to  a  temporal  Judgment,  which 


*  Vetablus  8c  Grotius  apud  Crit. 
f  Menochius  8c  Sandtius  apud  Pol.  Syn. 
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God  at  that  Time  was  about  to  bring  on  the 
Earth*  for  behold  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his 
place  to  punijh  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  for 
their  Iniquity .  Thefe  Words  mu  ft  certainly 
have  a  very  forced  Conftru&ion,  if  they  are 
extended  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Great  Day. 
The  Purport  therefore  of  God's  Advice  is,  q.  d . 

The  Sins  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  are 
a  come  up  to  me  with  a  great  Cry*  fo  that  I 
cc  am  determined  to  arife  out  of  my  place,  to 
cc  be  no  longer  filent,  but  will  viftt  them  for 
cc  their  Iniquities,  a  common  Calamity  I  will 
cc  bring  on  the  Earth.  But  I  remember  you, 

my  People,  and  have  thoughts  of  Mercy  to- 
u  wards  you  *  and  therefore  I  give  you  this 
cc  Warning,  that  you  may  fecure  your  felves 
cc  in  your  Places  of  Refuge,  while  the  deftroy- 
cc  ing  Angel  is  executing  his  Commiffion  *  and 
u  for  your  Comfort  I  aflure  you,  that  he  fhall 
a  make  quick  Work,  and  the  Time  fhall  be 
£C  fhort  e’er  my  Anger  ceafe,  and  the  Storm 
cc  blow  over. 

There  is  but  one  Difficulty  in  theft  laft 
Words  to  be  folved,  viz.  what  is  meant  by 
the  Lord's  coming  out  of  his  Place.  There  is  only 
one  Pafiage  more  in  Scripture,  where  this 
Phrafe  is  uftd  concerning  God,  Mic.i.  3.  The 
Haord  cometh  forth  out  of  his  Place ,  and  will 
come  down.  In  both  Paflages  we  muft  not  un¬ 
der  ftand  a  local  Motion  *  for  God  fills  all  Places, 
and  is  every  where  prefent :  But  it  is  the  cuf- 
tom  of  Scripture,  in  Condefcenfion  to  our 
ftiallow  Capacities  to  afcribe  to  God  humane 
A£tions.  The  Seventy  read  it,  God  from  his 
holy  Place  brings  his  Wrath  on  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Earth.  The  Paraph  raft  has  it.  Be¬ 

hold  the  Lord  fhall  be  reveal'd  from  the  Place  of 
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his  Majefty.  By  his  Place  here  muft  be  under- 
ftood  Heaven,  the  Seat  of  God’s  Refidence  and 
Glory :  and  his  coming  out  of  his  Place  to  the 
Earth,  can  denote  no  more  that  his  appearing 
to  take  notice  of  what  is  done  here  below,  by 
the  extraordinary  Effe&s  of  his  Power,  either 
in  Favour  of  his  People,  or  in  a  way  of  Judg¬ 
ment  again  ft  his  Enemies.  In  both  thefe  places 
it  ftgnifies  God’s  exerting  his  Power  againft  a 
finful  People,  and  coming  forth  in  a  terrible 
manner  to  punifti  thofe,  who  oppofe  his  Go¬ 
vernment.  Some  by  his  Place  underftand  the 
Temple,  and  fo  interpret  this  Phrafe,  as  mean¬ 
ing  God's  withdrawing  the  gracious  ‘Tokens  of  his 
Prefence ,  which  he  was  wont  there  to  exhibit  3 
v  and  that  he  would  go  from  the  Mercy-feat  (which 
was  emphatically  his  Place)  to  his  Throne  of 
Judgment,  and  from  thence  execute  his  JPrath  on 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  for  their  Iniqui¬ 
ty*  This  laft  Interpretation  (though  I  can’t 
think  it  the  proper  Senfe  of  this  Place,  yet) 
contains  in  it  a  certain  Truth  with  refpe£t  to 
the  great  God.  Mercy  is  his  darling  Attribute, 
and  Judgment  is  his  ftrange  Work  3  and  the  Lord 
is  raifed  up  out  of  his  holy  Habitation ,  from  the 
Seat  of  his  Mercy,  when  he  is  forced  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  theMealures  ofjuftice. 

Having  thus  explained  the  Words  3  the  Me¬ 
thod  in  which  I  ftiall  confider  them  will  be 
to  raife  fome  Propofitions  of  Truth  contain’d  in 
them  3  and  add  fome  Rules  of  Duty  plainly  de- 
ducible  from  them. 

f  V.  Pocock  on  Micab  i.  3, 
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The  Proportions  are  fix. 

i.  That  whatever  Affliftions  or  Calamities 
befal  a  People,  the  great  God  is  the  Dif- 
penfer  of  them. 

z,  That  with  refpeft  to  Men,  Sin  is  the 
procuring  Caufe  of  them. 

3.  That  tho’  God  punifli  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Earth  for  their  Iniquity,  yet  he  will 
not  always  be  angry. 

4.  That  fuch  Calamities  are  not  of  long 
Continuance. 

f.  That  in  Times  of  common  Calamity, 
God’s  People  have  Places  of  Security, 
wherein  they  may  hide  themfelves. 

6.  That  God  gives  his  Servants  Warning, 
before  he  fends  his  Judgments  on  a  Na¬ 
tion,  and  admonifhes  them  to  provide  a 
Shelter  from  the  Storm. 

Of  each  in  Order. 

Prop.  I.  That  the  great  God  is  the  Difpenfer 
of  all  the  Affli&ions  or  Calamities  which  befal 
a  People,  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his  Place ,  &c« 
It  is  uflier’d  in  with  a  Note  commanding  At¬ 
tention  and  Regard,  behold  \  obferve,  take  no- 
Amos  lii,  tice  whence  your  Troubles  come.  Shall  there 
he  Evil  in  a  City ,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it , 
fays  the  Prophet?  All  Calamities  are  theA£ts 
of  Providence  5  all  Events  that  befal  us  proceed 
from  God.  Jfflittion,  as  Eliphaz  fays,  cometh 
job  v.  6,  not  forth  of  the  Duft ,  neither  doth  trouble  fpring 
out  of  the  Ground.  This  was  a  common  Prover¬ 
bial  Speech  in  the  Eaftern  Countries,  to  fignify 
that  no  Event  happen’d  by  Chance,  without 
God’s  Leave  or  Direftion :  And  it  is  certain  it 

does 
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does  come  from  him  5  it  is  Fie  who  forms  the 
Light,  and  creates  Darknefs  >  it  is  He  that  makes  Ifaiah  xlv. 
Peace  and  creates  Evil\  I  the  Lord  do  all  thefe  7- 
'things,  fays  he.  Every  Difeafe  or  Trouble  on 
a  private  Perfon,  or  a  whole  Community, 
comes  from  the  Fland  of  Cod  5  its  Commiftioo 
is  fign’d  and  feal’d  in  Heaven. 

We  are  apt  indeed,  under  fore  Trials,  to  in¬ 
veigh  again kk  fecond  Caufes,  as  if  all  were  to  be 
aferibed  to  their  Influence  $  whereas  they  are 
entirely  fubordinate  to  the  Will  of  God,'  and 
cannot  offend  us  without  his  Licenfe  or  Order : 

He  by  his  All-wife  and  All-mighty  Providence 
fuperintends  and  guides  them  all.  The  Obfer- 
vation  concerning  the  great  Famine  in  Samaria 
was  juft,  tho’  it  was  made  by  a  wicked  Man  j 
Behold,  this  Evil  is  of  the  Lord;  But  the  Con-  ^Kings vu 
clufion  was  wrong,  What  Jhould  I  wait  for  the  33- 
Lord  any  longer  $  fince  he  ought  to  have  argu¬ 
ed,  Is  it  of  the  Lord  !  therefore  I  fhould  wait 
foi  him,  till  he  who  lent  it,  fees  fit  to  remove 
it.  Job  knew  this  Dodtrine  to  be  true,  when 
he  anfwer’d  his  Wife,  Shall  we  receive  Good  at  John.  iol 
the  hand  of  God,  and  jhall  we  not  receive  Evil  ? 

Neither  was  David  a  Stranger  to  it,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  what  he  faid  when  Shimei  curfed  him  5 
Let  him  curfe,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  faid  unto  2  Sam.xvi, 
him,  Curfe  D avid.  10. 

God,  as  he  is  fupreme  Lord,  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  have  an  abfolute  Power  over  all 
things  *  they  are  under  his  Controul,  limited 
by  his  Power,  cannot  a£t  without  his  Leave, 
and  muft  a6t  when  he  commands  $  the  very 
Winds  and  PEaves  obey  him .  The  deftroying 
Angel  cannot  pafs  thro’  JEgypt,  without  God’s 
Commiflion  ,  nay,  ’tis  worth  the  remarking, 
that  God  is  fb  far  th £  Author  of  fuch  Calamities,  v 
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that  it  is  mention’d  as  if  God  was  the  very 
Exod.  xii.  Executor  of  them*  the  Lord. ,  fays  Mofes^  will 
pafs  through  to  finite  the  Egyptians. 

Neither  is  it  lefs  impious  than  common  to 
afcribe  our  Calamities  to  the  meet  Agency  of 
inferiour  Caufes ,  without  obferving  the  hand  of 
God  in  them.  This  argues  vaft  Ignorance,  ft  li¬ 
pid  Negligence,  and  a  very  weak  Mind.  The 
Notions  which  we  form  of  the  Divine  Being, 
will  make  it  clear  to  a  confederate  Man,  that 
He  mull:  needs  be  the  Difpenfer  of  Afflictions. 
God  is  Omnifcient ,  fo  that  nothing  can  happen 
without  his  Knowledge  *  he  is  Almighty ,  fo 
that  nothing  can  be  done  againft  his  W ill,  be- 
caufe  otherwife  he  might  prevent  it.  From 
hence  it  necefiarily  follows,  that  he  mult  give 
leave  to  fecond  Caufes  to  a£f,  and  that  they  can 
go  no  farther  than  the  Bounds  which  he  pre- 
icribes  to  them.  And  befides,ifHe  be  Almighty ^ 
it  follows,  that  thefe  mull;  be  abfolutely  at  his 
Command,  they  muft  execute  his  Pleafure  in 
whatever  way  he  fees  fit  to  employ  them.  It 
is  God’s  Royal  Prerogative  to  affign  to  every 
thing  its  Bufinels,  and  to  ufe  it  for  what  Pur- 
pofes  he  pleafes. 

This  Propofition  is  undoubtedly  true  5  and 
I  have  been  the  larger  in  difcourfing  of  it,  be- 
caufe  ’tis  a  T ruth  of  vaft  Importance.  The  Be¬ 
lief  that  God  governs  the  World,  and  that  all 
affliftive  Evil,  as  well  as  Good,  is  under  the 
Direction  of  his  Providence,  will  help  to  com¬ 
pote  Men’s  Spirits  under  the  Apprehenfion  of 
future  Evils,  as  well  as  fupport  them  under  the 
Weight  of  prefent  Troubles  5  inafmuch  as  it 
tends  to  beget  in  their  Minds  Patience,  and  a 
Iiefignednefs  to  God’s  Will,  whatever  it  be. 
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Prop.  II.  That  with  refpeX  to  Men,  Sin  is 
the  procuring  Caufe  of  all  Calamities.  Phe 
Lord  cometh  out  of  his  Place  to  punijh  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Earth  for  their  Iniquity.  The  Ori¬ 
ginal  Word  (and  fo  our  Englijh  Word  Iniquity) 
does  in  its  ftriXeft  Senfe  denote  the  particular 
Sin  of  Injuftice ,  unequal  and  unfair  Dealing. 

And  it  is  certain,  that  Injuftice,  Oppreffion, 
Ferfecution,  and  the  like,  are  very  provoking 
Sins,  and  will  go  a  great  way  towards  bringing 
down  God’s  Vengeance  on  that  Nation,  where 
they  are  praXifed.  It  is  not  improbable,  that 
this  particular  Sin  is  here  peculiarly  referred 
to:  The  laft  Claufe  of  the  Chapter  feems  to 
warrant  this  Suppofttion  j  Phe  Earth  alfo  Jhall 
difcofe  her  Bloody  and  Jhall  no  more  cover  her 
Slain.  However,  it  can’t  be  amifs  to  confider 
the  W ord  in  its  moft  extended  Senfe,  as  inclu¬ 
ding  all  kinds  of  Sin,  Sin  in  the  complex  No¬ 
tion  of  it :  And  it  will  hold  true  concerning  all 
Sin,  that  it  is  the  procuring  meritorious  Caufe 
of  all  Calamities  :  So  infeparable  is  the  Con¬ 
nexion  between  Sin  and  Sorrow,  that  the  fame 
Hebrew  Word  is  uled  for  both  \  fometimes  for 
the  Sin  it  felf,  at  other  Times  for  the  Punijh - 
went  of  Sin. 

The  Truth  of  this  Fropolition  is  undeniable. 

Had  not  Sin  enter’d  into  the  World,  we  had 
never  known  Prouble :  When  we  ceafe  to  be 
Sinners,  we  ihall  forrow  no  more.  The  Sins 
of  Men  precede  the  Judgments  of  God,  and  are 
fo  effeXual  a  procuring  Caufe  of  them,  that 
the  Prophet  feems  to  wonder  how  a  Man  can 
offer  to  complain  under  his  AffliXions,  when 
he  fo  direXly  brought  them  on  himfelf 
Wherefore  doth  a  living  Man  complain ,  a  Man  Lam.  iiif 
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for  the  Punifhment  of  his  Sins  ?  we  ought  ra» 
ther  to  accufe  Ourfdves,  than  exclaim  againft 
.  Providence.  God  is  chiefly  difpofed  to  aCts  of 
x‘  *XX1V°  Mercy  3  he  is  a  God  gracious  and  merciful ,  long- 
Lam.*  iii.  Mwing^  abundant  in  Goodnefs  and  Truth.  He 
33.  does  not  willingly  affiitt^  or  grieve  the  Children  of 
Men  3  ’tis  only  if  need  be.  If  they  fin,  God 
mu  ft  piinifh.  Indeed,  as  to  particular  Perfons, 
God  deals  promifcuoufly  with  them  in  this 
W odd :  The  Good  are  often  in  great  Afflictions, 
while  the  Wicked  flourifh  and  profper.  So  that 
no  Man  muft  be  markt  for  being  a  notorious 
Sinner,  merely  on  account  of  his  fuffering 
great  Troubles,  as  Job  was  by  his  Friends  3  for 
Ecclef.  ix.  there  is  no  knowing  Love  or  Hatred  by  thefe 
J*  *1  hings.  On  the  other  hand,  no  Man  muft  be 
deem’d  at  all  the  better,  becaufe  he  abounds  in 
Riches,  and  lives  in  Eafe  and  Health  and  Plen¬ 
ty,  free  from  Troubles  and  Sorrow.  The  Rea-? 
fon  of  all  this  is  plain  3  becaufe  there  is  another 
Day  coming,  when  God  will  reckon  with  the 
Wicked,  and  reward  his  Servants.  Good  Men 
have  their  evil  things  here,  the  Sinner  his  good 
Luke  xvi.  things  3  but  in  the  next  World,  they  Jhall  be 
Zf.  comforted ,  and  he  be  tormented. 

But  the  Cafe  with  Nations  and  whole  Socks 
ties  is  different  3  “  Becaufe  (as  a  great  Man  ob~ 
ferves. A)  u  Publick  Bodies  and  Communities  of 
tc  Men,  as  fuch,  can  only  be  rewarded  and 
tfi  punifhed  in  this  World.  For  in  the  next, 
u  thofe  Publick  Societies  and  Combinations, 
u  wherein  Men  are  now  linked  together  under 
“  federal  Governments,  fhall  be  diffolved.”  We 
muft  confider  God,  not  only  as  good  and  mer- 

*  Archbifhop  Tillotfon's  SermB  on  Vrov,  xiv.  34.  VoJ.  I. 
p.  130.  Edit,  the  Firfh 
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Mful,  bat  as  the  juft  and  fovereign  Ruler  of  the 
World,  and  that  it  becomes  him  to  maintain 
the  Honour  of  his  Government:  From  whence 
it  follows,  that  if  a  People  rebel  againft  God, 
violate  his  Commands,  and  will  not  be  reclaim¬ 
ed  by  the  gracious  Methods  he  is  pleafed  to  ufe 
-with  them,  his  Juftice  will  at  length  take 
place:  If  his  Mercy  will  not  reform  them,  his 
Judgment  will  deftroy  them.  Fublick  Sins 
bring  down  Publick  Judgments  5  if  the  Sins  of 
a  Nation  go  up  to  Heaven  with  a  mighty  Cry, 
we  may  expect  that  Calamities  will  ruth  in  up¬ 
on  that  Nation  with  a  mighty  Torrent.  Na¬ 
tional  Troubles  are  often  times  the  natural  Pro^ 
duct  of  National  Sins:  For  the  Vindication  of 
.God’s  Honour  he  punifties  publick  Sins  5  he 
will  not  let  them  elcape  publick  Judgments. 
The  facred  Scripture,  and  the  Hiftory  of  all 
Ages  join  in  the  proof  ot  this.  So  that  where- 
ever  publick  Calamities  at  any  time  fall,  they 
muft  be  interpreted  as  the  Signification  of 
God’s  Difpleafure  with  that  Nation.  For  tho’ 
we  muft  not  fay,  that  they  are  greater  Sinners 
than  all  other  People,  becaule  they  fuffer  fuch 
things:  Yet  we  may  without  Breach  of  Cha¬ 
rity  fay  (what  they  themfelves  ought  to  think,) 
that  God  is  contending  with  them  for  Sin  5 
fince  all  (even  the  beft)  Nations  under  Heaven, 
are  fo  fill’d  with  Iniquity,  that  at  all  times  they 
deferve  the  fevereit  Rebukes  of  God’s  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  he  would  be  juft,  tho’  they  were 
confirmed. 

I  do  not  fay  that  God  is  obliged,  in  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  Honour,  to  punifh  this  or  the  other 
Nation  for  their  crying  Sins,  when  they  at 
firft  commit  them.  We  fee  that  God  (pares 
them  long,  and  is  willing  by  gentle  Methods 
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to  bring  them'  to  Repentance,  and  make  them 
return  to  their  Duty.  Common  Experience 
ihews,  that  God  is  loth  to  give  up  a  People, 
and  to  ufe  that  Severity  with  them  which  he 
juffcly  might.  God  ufually  deals  with  a  People 
at  fir  ft  by  his  Word :  If  they  will  not  attend  to 
that,  he  next  fhakes  the  Rod  over  them :  And, 
if  this  will  have  no  efteft,  then  he  ftrikes  the 
Blow,  and  makes  them  bear  the  weight  of  his 
Wrath.  But  this  I  fay,  that  whenever  the 
Calamity  comes,  they  mu  ft  confider  it  as  the 
Fruit  of  their  own  Doings,  and  an  Evil  of 
their  own  procuring.  And  in  cafe  a  Nation  has 
been  long  fpared,  and  highly  favour’d  of  God, 
and  feveral  Methods  have  been  ufed  to  reclaim 
them,  which  all  proved  ineffeftual,  they  muft 
expeft  that  God’s  Hand  will  fall  the  heavier. 
Heinous,  repeated  and  aggravated  Sins  will  be 
followed  with  furprifing  Puniihments. 

Prop.  III.  That  tho’God  punifh  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Earth  for  their  Iniquity,  yet  he 
will  not  always  be  angry.  The  Indignation  'will 
he  overpaft .  Texts  of  Scripture  are  numerous, 
that  prove  the  Truth  of  this  Propofttion, 
which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Experience 
of  all  Nations  in  all  Ages.  Every  Community 
at  one  time  or  other  has  had  its  Calamities,  Fa - 
mine.  Sword,  Peflilence,  or  the  like  >  and  fome- 
times  it  may  be  to  that  Degree,  that  they  have 
thought  their  Cafe  defperate  and  remedilefs; 
yet  at  length  the  Storm  has  blown  over,  and 
the  Sun  has  broke  through  the  Clouds :  Ex¬ 
cept  in  thofe  Cafes  where  God  determined  to 
make  a  fujl  End  of  a  People;  as  in  thelnftance 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  when  all  were  deftroy- 
unlefs  righteous  Lot  and  his  Family,  who 

were 
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were  (hatch’d  as  Firebrands  out  of  the  Burn¬ 
ing. 

Thus  when  God  reproves  the  Jews  for  their 
Idolatry,  and  intimates  that  he  would  reckon 
with  them  for  it,  as  he  had  already  in  fome 
meafure  done  3  he  tells  them,  I  will  not  contend 
for  ever ,  neither  will  I  he  always  wroth .  The 
Reafon  given  will  hold  good  in  all  Cafes,  as 
well  as  in  this  of  the  Jews  3  fays  he,  For  the  Ifaiah  Ivii. 
Spirit  Jhould  fail  before  me,  and  the  Souls  which  I^* 

I  have  made .  Parallel  to  which  is  that  of  the 
Pfalmift,  He  will  not  always  chide ,  neither  will  p^aj  c— 
he  keep  his  Anger  for  ever:  For  he  knoweth  our  9/14.* 
Frame ,  he  rememhreth  we  are  hut  Du  ft.  In 

like  manner  it  is  alledged  as  a  Reafon  for 
God’s  mitigating  the  Calamities  of  th zlfraelites, 
and  dealing  tenderly  with  them:  He  being  full  p£  ixxviif. 
of  Compajfton ,  forgave  their  Iniquity,  and  de-  38, 3  9. 
ftroyed  them  not  3  yea,  many  a  time  turned  he  his 
Anger  away,  and  did  not  ftir  up  all  his  Wrath  : 

For  he  rememhred  that  they  were  but  Flejh,  a 
Wind  that  paffeth  away,  and  cometh  not  again . 

All  which  Paflages  fufficiently  hint,  that  there 
will  be  an  end  of  Calamities,  God’s  Indignation 
will  be  overpaft  :  And  they  furnifti  us  with  a 
very  fubftantial  Reafon,  viz.  If  God  (hould  go 
on  in  an  endlefs  way  of  punifhing,  the  Spirits 
would  fink,  and  be  overwhelmed  with  Horror 
and  Defpair,  inafmuch  as  People  would  be  un¬ 
able  to  bear  the  full  Wrath  of  the  Lord  3  and 
therefore  the  Confideration  of  Man’s  Frailty 
and  Weaknefi  inclines  God  fometimes  to  put  a 
flop  to  his  juft  Proceedings  againft  them  3 
otherwife  God  would  fcarce  do  any  thing  but 
deftroy  the  Works  of  his  own  Hands,  Fhe 
Souls  which  he  has  made* 
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:  .This  maybe  farther  evinced  from  the  verf 
Defign  of  Publick  Diilrdfes  $  which  (except  in 
fome  defperate  Cafes)  is  not  to  ruin,  but  to  re¬ 
form  a  People,  to  make  them  holier,  and  wifer  % 
Ifai.'xxvi.  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  IVorlcl  may  hereby 
9-  learn  Right eoufinefs^  and  be  made  to  ftand  in  awe 
of  God,  and  not  fin  again  ft  him^  who  is  the 
fovereign  and  wife  Director  of  all  fuch  Ca¬ 
lamities.  Now  when  God  has  magnified  the 
Greatnefs  of  his  Power  thro ’  terrible  'Things  in 
Right  eoufnefs,  and  difeo-ver’d  his  Difpleafure  a- 
gainft  the  Sins  of  a  Nation,  by  making  a  vaft 
Defolation  and  Havock  in  it  j  he  then  for  a 
Time  removes  his  Rod,  to  try  whether  thofe, 
who  outlive  the  common  Calamity,  are  made 
better  by  it  j  whether  they  have  a  quick  Senfe 
of  God’s  Hatred  of  Sin  left  on  their  Minds  $ 
and  whether  they  bring  forth  Fruits  meet  for 
Repentance.  If  his  Providential  Scourge  hath 
not  effe&ed  this,  God  then  ufually  betakes  him- 
felf  to  ftill  rougher  Meafures,  as  he  did  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Ifraelites :  He  font  them  fir  ft  a  Fa¬ 
mine,  then  a  Drought,  next  Blading  and  Mil¬ 
dew  and  Vermine,  afterwards '  the  Pefiilence, 
at  length  a  Definition  like  that  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah .  Here  were  feveral  Breaks,  you  fee  $ 
God  left  off  to  try  what  would  be  the  Effedfc 
of  his  Judgments  :  But  when  he  found  that 
Ifrael  was  incorrigible,  and  that  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  Meafures  he  had  taken,  they  did  not 
return  to  him  •>  he  then  takes  up  the  lafi  Refo- 
Amos  iv.  lution,  thus  will  Ido  unto  thee .  It  is  worth  the 
observing,  God  does  not  lay  how  he  would 
deal  with  them  >  but  the  Expreffion  is  very  em- 
phatical,  and  carries  in  it,  that  God  would 
now  proceed  to  the  lafi  Judgment.  Q.  d.  “  Here, 
46  Ifrael)  I  have  tried  you  once  and  again, 
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<c  but  in  defpite  of  all  my  Judgments,  you  ftill 
<c  remain  incorrigibly  obffinate,  and  therefore 
u  I  am  now  determined  either  to  bend  you,  or 
a  to  break  you  $  I’ll  fee  whether  I,  whofe 
a  Name  is  the  Lord r,  the  God  of  Hofls ,  cannot 
<c  be  avenged  of  inch  a  perverfe  Generation. 

Prop .  IV .  That  inch  Calamities  are  not  of  a 
long  Continuance  3  only  as  it  were  for  a  little 
Moment.  The  Hebrew  Word  fignifies  the 
final  left  Point  of  Time.  A  Point  in  Geometry 
is  fo  fmall  a  thing,  that  it  is  luppofed  to  have 
110  Dimerifions,  but  to  be  in  every  refpedt  in- 
diviflble :  Thus  a  Point  of  Time,  or  Moment^ 
mult  be  underftood  to  mean  the  fmalleft  Mea~ 
fare  of  Time^  that  can  be.  And  yet  (as  one 
obferves^)  u  if  there  be  one  Moment  lefs  than 
4C  another,  that  muff  be  underffood  here*  for 
u  tis  faid,  a  little  AfomentP  The  Text  then, 
I  think,  does  warrant  the  Proportion  to  be 
true}  and  it  needs  no  otherwife  to  be  explain¬ 
ed  or  proved,  than  by  confidering  that  long  and 
Jhort  are  comparative  Terms,  and  therefore 
muff  be  referr’d  to  fomething  elfe. 

The  Pubiick  Calamities  which  befal  any  Na¬ 
tion  are  not  of  long  Continuance,  either 

i;  fa  Comparifon  with  that  much  longer 
Time  of  Profperity,  which  mo  If  (if  not  all) 
Nations  are  indulged  with.  “  God  (lays  a 
gj eat  Man  f )  CQ  illuffrates  his  Goodnefs  in  his 
u  dilpofing  of  Things  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
tc  there  is  a  hundred  times  more  Good  enjoy’d, 
“  than  Evil  fuffer’d,  in  the  World.  How  fel- 
a  dom  is  the  World  affrighted,  or  chaflifed, 
a  with  Signs  or  Prodigies,  Earthquakes  or  In- 

*  Henry.  f  pr . Grep’s  Cofmol.  Sacra,  p .97.98, 
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a  imdations,  Famines,  or  Plagues?  As 

God  delights  in  the  exercife  of  Mercy,  fa  the 
Difpenfations  of  his  Providence  towards  all 
People,  difcover  more  Gentlenefs  than  Severity. 
The  Hiltory  of  moft  Kingdoms  will  demon- 
Urate  this ;  But  then, 

2.  As  thefe  Words  are  inferted  for  the  Com¬ 
fort  of  God’s  own  People,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
Share  which  they  would  have  in  a  common  Ca¬ 
lamity  fo  the  little  Moment  may  be  confider’d  in 
Comparifon  with  that  Eternity,  which  they  have 
thePromife  and  Hopes  of  fpending  in  Peace  and 
Happinefs.  Suppohng  the  Troubles  Ihould  not 
end,  till  your  Lives  are  concluded,  yet  ’tis  but 
Pf;  xxx.  $.  for  a  little  Moment :  My  Anger ,  fays  God,  Jhall 
endure  but  a  Moment  >  Weeping  may  endure  for 
a  Night ,  but  Joy  cometh  in  the  Morning .  It  is 
with  reference  to  this,  the  Apoltle  fays  con- 
2  Cor.  -iv.  cerning  the  Afflictions  of  the  Saints,  dCheir  light 
1 7  •  Affliction  is  but  for  a  Moment.  Man’s  Life,  in 
comparifon  with  Eternity,  is  no  longer  ,  and 
therefore  the  good  Man’s  Troubles  mult  be  as 
fhort  as  a  Moment. 

Prop.  V.  That  in  Times  of  common  Calami¬ 
ty,  God’s  People  have  Places  of  Security, 
wherein  they  may  hide  themfelves.  Enter  into 
thy  Chambers ,  and  Jhut  thy  Doors  about  thee , 
hide  thy  felf.  Thefe  Chambers ,  or  Places  of  Se¬ 
curity,  can  be  luppofed  to  mean  nothing  elfe 
than  the  Attributes,  Providence  and  Protection 
of  God  and  the  entering  into  them  mult  denote 
thofe  Chriltian  Duties  and  Graces,  by  the  Dif- 
charge  and  Exercife  whereof  we  obtain  God’s 
Protection  in  Times  of  Danger.  We  will  con- 
lider  them  apart. 
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i.  God’s  Attributes,  Providence,  and  Protec¬ 
tion,  are  the  great  Security  of  his  People  in 
Times  of  Danger.  God  by  his  Providence  fu- 
perintends  the  Affairs  of  this  lower  World,  and 
is  prefent  with  all  the  Inhabitants  of  it :  But 
his  fpecial  Prefence  is  with  his  People,  his  Co¬ 
venant-Servants  3  of  thefe  he  takes  a  peculiar 
Gaie.  In  the  Time  of  Trouble^  fays  the  Pfalmift,  pf.xxvii.y. 
he  Jhall  hide  me  in  his  Pavilion ,  in  the  Secret  of 
his  'Tabernacle  Jhall  he  hide  me.  u  The  Attri- 
“  bates  of  the  Lord  (fays  Mr.  Henry)  are  the 
C£  Secret  of  his  Tabernacle.”  The  Name  of  the  Pro.  xviii. 
Lord  is  a  JirongTower 3  the  Righteous  runneth  in -  IO* 

to  it ,  and  is  fafe.  The  Name  of  the  God  of  [a-  p^,xx* £* 
cob  will  defend  his  faithful  Servants  in  Danger. 

He  Jhall  be  for  a  Sanctuary  to  them:  Here  feems  Ifaiah.viii. 
to  be  an  Allufion  to  the  Cuff  om  of  Men’s  flying  H- 
for  Shelter  and  Protedtion  to  lay  hold  on  the 
Horns  of  the  Altar.  God  will  be  a  facred  and 
inviolable  Refuge  to  them  who  fly  to  him  for 
Safety.  The  Security  which  God’s  People  may 
expedt  in  times  of  general  Diftrefs  is  very  large¬ 
ly  defer  ibed  in  the  ninety  fir  ft  Pfalm  3  which 
Pfalm  is  on  good  grounds  thought  to  have 
been  compofed  by  David ,  on  account  of  that 
Peflilence  which  deflroy’d  feventy  thoufand 
Men  in  the  compafs  of  three  Days  3  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  which  you  have  at  the  End  of  Samuel. 

In  ihort,  as  there  can  be  no  Safety  expedled 
in  common  Calamities  from  any  but  God  3  fo  if 
all  the  Perfections  of  God  can  make  his  People 
fecure  (which,  I  hope,  none  of  you  queflion) 
they  fhall  be  fafe  :  His  infinite  Wifdom  fhall 
find  out  Mcafures  for  their  Protection  3  his  al¬ 
mighty  Power  fhall  make  them  effectual  3  and 
his  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs  fhall  fee  to  the  mak¬ 
ing  good  all  his  Promifes  3  fo  that  with  Safety 

C  z  good 


Pfal.xcLi. 


i  Tim.  iv. 
8. 


Hab.  ii.  4 

j 


Heb.  xi.  7 


(  20  ) 

good  Men  floall  abide  under  the  Shadow  of  the 
Almighty . 

2.  But  then,  as  we  expeCi:  Protection  from 
God,  there  are  fome  Terms  required  of  us  ^ 
fomething  which  we  muft  do  in  6rder  to  ob¬ 
tain  it  3  which  is  the  fecond  Thing  to  be  en¬ 
quired  into.  The  Ghaldee  Paraph  rate  runs  thus  5 
Do  good  JDorks ,  which  may  'protect  thee  in  time 
of  Tribulation.  Good  Works  and  a  holyChri- 
Itian  Converfation  recommend  us  to  God’s  Fa¬ 
vour  :  for  he  has  condefcended  to  bind  himfelf 
by  Promife,  that  he  will  take  care  of,  and  pro¬ 
tect  thofe,  who  thus  behave  themfelves.  God- 
line  fs  has  Promife  of  the  Life  that  now  is ,  as  well 
as  of  that  which  is  to  come. 

The  general  Anfwer  to  this  Head  of  Enquiry 
may  be,  the  managing  our  Converfation  in  ail 
things  as  becomes  the  Gofpel,  and  living  up  to 
the  Characters  we  bear,  as  Servants  of  the  moft 
High  God.  But  I  fhall  be  a  little  particular  in 
mentioning  fome  of  thofe  Duties  which  are  re¬ 
quired  of  us,  that  we  may  fecure  God’s  Protec¬ 
tion  j  as, 

1.  A  lively  Faith  and  vigorous  Tru ft  in  God. 
By  Faith  we  lay  hold  on  the  Promifes  of  God, 
and  with  a  quiet  Spirit  truft  him  for  the  mak¬ 
ing  them  good.  In  Times  of  great  Di  it  refs, 
God  loves  to  fee  his  Servants  aCt  their  Faith  in 
him  y  hereby  they  bear  themfelves  up,  medita¬ 
ting  not  only  on  the  Promifes,  but  alfo  on  the 
Perfections  of  God  3  his  Omnipotence,  Wif- 
dom,  Goodnefs  and  Truth.  God  will  reward 
.the  lively  AClings  of  Faith.  It  is  faid,  The 
fufl  foall  live  by  Faith  $  i.e.  Faith,  by  the  Help 
of  God,  fhall  keep  him  alive  in  the  midft  of 
thick  Dangers.  Noah  believed,  built  an  Ark, 
and  was  fared.  Pharaoh's  Servants,  who  be¬ 
lieved 


lieved  God’s W ord,  fecured  their  Cattle  from  the  Ex.  ix.  1 8, , 
Hail.  And  fays  the  Pfalmifl,  Becaufe  thou  haft  &fefy 
made  the  Lord ,  which  is  my  Refuge ,  even  the  p^al*  XC1* 
mo  ft  High  thy  Habitation there  jhall  no  Evil  be -  IO’ 
fall  thee ,  neither  jhall  any  Plague  come  nigh  thy 
Dwelling.  The  Believer  does,  as  it  were, 
dwell  in  God:  The  Covenant  of  Grace,  which 
the  good  Man  by  Faith  accepts,  unites  God 
and  him  together  in  fo  clofe  a  manner,  that 
he  lives  in  God  >  God  is  his  Habitation. 

z.  A  hearty  Sorrow  for  Sin,  and  a  fincere 
forfaking  of  it.  If  Sin  is  the  procuring  Caufe 
of  God’s  Wrath,  Repentance  will  remove  it  j 
for  Repentance  in  its  true  Nature,  is  an  adual 
forfaking  of  Sin.  And  if  we  on  our  parts  for- 
fake  it,  God  on  his  part  has  promifed  to  for¬ 
give  it,  and  will  not  fuffer  his  Wrath  to  fall 
on  us  for  it.  The  very  Appearance  of  Re¬ 
pentance  has  been  a  means  of  keeping  off 
God’s  Judgments,  when  they  have  been  denoun¬ 
ced  :  As  in  the  Cafe  of  Ahab ,  when  he  hum¬ 
bled  himfelf \  God  would  not  bring  the  Evil  in  his  i  Kings, 
Days,  which  he  had  threatned  for  the  Affair  xxi.27,29. 
of  Naboth's  Vineyard.  And  that  fincere  Re¬ 
pentance  will  have  this  EfFed:,  appears  plainly 
from  the  following  Paffage  5  At  what  inftant ,  jer.  xviii. 
fays  God,  I  jhall  fpeak  concerning  a  Nation ,  and  7>  8* 
concerning  a  Kingdom ,  to  pluck  up ,  and  to  pull 
down ,  and  to  deftroy  it :  If  that  Nation ,  again  ft 
whom  I  have  pronounced ,  turn  from  their  Evil , 

I  will  repent  of  the  Evil  that  I  thought  to  do 
unto  them.  Now  if  Repentance  will  be  thus 
fuccefsful  to  guard  a  whole  Kingdom  from 
God’s  Judgment,  and  put  by  the  threatned 
Blow  5  then  no  doubt  but  the  Exercife  of  this 
Duty  is  the  likelieft  Method  to  fecure  the  few 
Righteous,  when  a  common  Calamity  rages  in 

a  Nation. 
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a  Nation,  Scripture  abounds  fo  much  with 
Declarations  of  God,  and  Experiences  of  Men 
about  this,  that  no  one  who  converfes  with  his 
Bible  can  be  ignorant  of  them,  and  therefore 
I  forbear  mentioning  more. 

Tf.xd.14.  The  Exercife  of  Love  to  God.  Becaufe 
he  hath  fet  his  Love  upon  me,  therefore  will  1  de¬ 
liver  him.  God  is  never  backward  to  help 
thofe  who  love  him,  and  can  exercife  that 
Love  to  him  at  aTime  when  he  appears  cloathed 
in  the  Rohes  of  Vengeance.  Thofe  that  thus  ho¬ 
nour  God,  he  will  honour  5  and  this  way  has  he 
fometimes  certified  the  Regard  and  Love  which 
he  has  for  them ,  by  preferving  them  from 
thofe  Evils  which  have  been  of  fatal  Confe- 
quence  to  others.  God  will  fet  his  People  on 
high  3  out  of  Gun-fhot,  far  above  the  Reach  of 
Danger  3  fo  near  himfelf,  that  no  Evil  fh  all  be - 
fal  them:  Tho’  a  thouf and  fall  at  their  fide, 
and  ten  thouf  and  at  their  right  hand ,  yet  no 
pf.  xca  7 -Plague  fit  all  come  near  them . 

4.  Fervent  Prayer  to  God.  Poffibly  this 
may  be  principally  meant  in  the  Text,  by  that 
Exprertion,  Enter  into  thy  Chambers,  and  fhut 
thy  Doors  about  thee.  The  Diredtion  which  our 
Saviour  gives  about  Prayer,  gives  fome  Coun- 
jnat.  vi.  6.  tenance  to  this  Supporttion  3  But  thou,  when 
thou  prayeft ,  enter  into  thy  Clofet ,  and  when 
thou  haft  flout  the  Door ,  pray  to  thy  Father  which 
feeth  in  fecret.  Whether  this  be  mainly  to  be 
undcrrtood  in  the  Text,  or  no,  ’tis  certain  that 
the  fervent  Prayer  of  the  Righteous  availeth  much% 
Prayer  is  a  Duty  wherein  we  addrefs  ourfelves 
to  God,  and  acknowledging  our  Dependance 
on  him,  commend  our  felves  to  his  Proteftion 
and  Bleffingj  and  that  Prayer  which  is  put  up 


(  2}  ) 

in  a  right  manner,  we  are  allured,  fhall  be  ef¬ 
fectual  to  obtain  God’s  Favour. 

God  has  conferred  a  great  Honour  on  fome 
of  his  praying  Servants,  fuffering  them  to  ftand 
in  the  Gap,  and  by  their  Prayers  to  prevent 
the  Ruine  of  whole  Societies.  God  repented  of  Ex.  xxxil 
the  Evil  which  he  thought  to  do  again fl  his  People  ^  *4- 
Ifrael,  at  the  Intreaty  of  Mofes  >  and  had  cer-^°.m* 
tainly  brought  it  upon  them,  had  not  that 
good  Man  flood  in  the  Breach.  In  like  manner 
he  was  prevailed  on  by  Lot  to  fave  a  whole  Gen.  xix. 
City.  Now  if  the  Prayers  of  God’s  faithful 
Servants  are  fo  available  to  preferve  others 
from  Ruine,  much  more  may  we  expeft,  that 
they  may  be  effectual  to  obtain  God’s  Pro¬ 
tection  of  themfelves  from  defolating  Judg¬ 
ments.  Prayer  does,  as  it  were,  bind  up  God’s 
Hands:  and  therefore  when  God  acquainted 
Mofes  with  the  Judgments  he  would  bring  on 
IJracl ,  he  fays  to  him,  Let  me  alone .  Now  Ex.  xxxil 
this  was  not  "(as  one  of  the  Fathers  obferves#)  IO* 
a  Prohibition  of  Mofes"* s  Intercefllon  :  for  we 
find  that  Mofes  did  afterwards  befeech  the  Lord 
in  favour  of  that  People  5  which  he  never 
would  have  done,,  had  he  thought  there  was 
any  ground  to  interpret  this  as  a  Command  of 
God  not  to  plead  for  them.  But  the  Words 
carry  in  them  an  Intimation,  that  Prayer  would 
be  a  means  to  hold  back  God’s  hand  from  de~ 
ftroying  :  q.  d.  w  If  you,  my  Servant,  whom 
u  I  love,  intereft  your  felf  in  their  Cauie,  and 
u  go  about  to  plead  for  them,  X  fhall  be  loth 

*  Sine  me ;  a c  fi  dicerctur,  noli  eos  diligere.  Gbtempe- 
randum  autem  eflet  Domino  dicenti,  noli  eos  diligere,  ft  hoc 
jubendo  dixiffet,  Sc  non  potius  admonendo,  Sc  exprime^do 
quid  ilium  ab  eorum  fupplicio  revocaret.  Jhiguft- 
fuper  Ex.  49.  p.  67. 

,  N  u  to 
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a  to  do  any  thing  againft  them  3  your  Prayers 
u  and  Pleadings  will  make  me  recede  from  mv 
ic  Purpofe.”  God  loves  to  find  his  People  on 
their  Knees,  and  he  will  not  fend  them  empty 
Pial.  I.  if.  away.  Call  upon  me  in  the  Day  of  'Trouble ,  and 
I  'will  deliver  thee ,  fays  God. 

To  all  that  has  been  laid  under  this  general 
Head  it  is  objected, 

Obj.  That  in  a  time  of  common  Calamity  all 
Men  ufualiy  fuller  without  Diftindtion  3  the 
Servants  of  God  fall  by  the  Sword,  Famine,  or 
Plague,  as  well  as  the  molt  profligate'  and 
abandon’d  Sinners  3  and  it  does  not  appear,  that 
good  Men  have  that  fpecial  Protection  of  God, 
which  we  have  now  been  fpeaking  of. 

Refp.  I  anfwei*3  God’s  Faithfulnefs  may  eafily 
be  vindicated,  if  we  only  confider,  that  his 
Promifes  of  protecting  his  People  in  Times 
of  Danger  (and  indeed  all  Promifes  of  temporal 
Blefiings)  muft  be  taken  conditionally  3  that 
they  fhall  be  literally  made  good,  if  they  will 
promote  our  future  everlafting  Felicity.  Every 
Chriftian  will  allow,  that  his  eternal  Happinefs 
is  of  main  Concern  to  him,  and  that  all  things 
muft  be  denominated  good  or  evil,  only  as  they 
further  or  hinder  that.  From  hence  it  follows, 
that  if  our  Continuance  here  will  not  tend  to 
our  everlafting  Advantage,  it  would  rather  be 
a  Curfe  than  a  Blefling  to  be  detain’d  here  lon¬ 
ger.  The  Cafe  in  one  Word  ftands  thus  3 
God,  who  knows  what  is  beft,  will  do  that 
which  is  beft  for  his  Servants :  Fie  will  deliver 
them  from  the  Curfe  of  Afflictions,  tho’  they 
are  exercifed  with  them  3  and  if  it  fhall  make 
for  their  beft  Intereft  to  be  continued  in;  the 
Body,  they  fhall  not  fall  by  thofe  Calamities 
which  fweep  others  away  :  But  if  they  are  ripe 
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fbr  Glory,  and  their  Work  is  done  5  he’ll  then 
take  them  to  Heaven.  And  no  Man,  who  has 
a  right  Judgment  of  Things,  can  think  that 
God  does  hereby  prejudice  his  Servants;  for  it 
fliall  certainly  be  well  with  the  Righteous .  Ifai.iii.  10. 

Prop .  IV.  That  God  gives  his  Servants  Warn¬ 
ing  before  he  fends  his  Judgments  on  a  Nation, 
and  admonifhes  them  to  provide  a  Shelter  from 
the  Storm.  Come,  my  People^  Sec.  Whoever 
is  acquainted  with  the  Hiilory  of  the  OldTef- 
tament  mult  acknowledge,  that  thisPropofitiori 
is  true.  The  Prophets  were  then  near  God, 
and  were  admitted  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Arcana  Imperii ;  God  did  not  hide  his  Secrets 
from  them.  Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothings  Amos  Hi. 
but  he  revealeth  his  Secret  unto  his  Servant s  the  7* 
Prophets.  In  like  manner  other  Servants  of 
God  have  been  acquainted  beforehand  of  ap¬ 
proaching  Calamities.  Noah ,  you  know,  vuas 
warned  of  God  concerning  the  Deluge ;  and  be¬ 
lieving  that  what  God  had  foretold  him  of 
would  really  come  to  pafs,  and  being  moved  ^ b.xi,  r. 
with  Fear ,  he  prepared  an  Ark  for  the  faving  his 
Houfe .  Thus  God  acquainted  Abraham  with 
his  Defign  of  deilroying  Sodom  and  Gomorrah , 

The  manner  of  Exprefiion  in  the  Text  is  very 
emphatical ;  And  the  Lord  faid ,  Jh  all  I  hide  from  Gen.  xviit 
Abraham  the  thing  which  I  do?  The  Seventy  *7- 
read  it  negatively  (and  certainly  there  is  a  ftrong 
Negation  implied)  I  will  not  hide ;  I  can’t  allow 
my  felf  to  keep  fuch  a  thing  lecret  f xom  Abra¬ 
ham  my  Friend,  I  mu  if  acquaint  him  of  it.  So 
like  wife  Lot  had  Notice  of  this,  before  the  De-Gen.  xix. 
If ru£tion  a£f ually  came ;  and  poffibly  God  might  11  >  1 3 • 
inform  Abraham  of  it  with  a  Defign  that  he 
fhould  difcQver  it  to  his  Nephew  Lot^  who,  it 

D  feems. 
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ieems,  was  the  only  righteous  Perfon  in  the 
whole  Place.  Many  other  Inftances  of  this 
Nature  might  be  produced. 

But  God  does  not  di (cover  fuch  things  by 
Divine  Revelation  now  in  our  Days,  as  of  old. 
Prophecy  is  ceafed,  Vifions  are  at  an  end.  But 
we  have  in  our  hands  a  fare  Word  of  Prophecy , 
by  attending  to  which,  and  a  clofe  obfervation 
of  the  Methods  of  Providence,  God’s  Servants 
may  be  able  to  form  a  probable  Judgment  how 
God  will  deal  with  a  Nation  now.  It  is  the 
Charafter  of  a  good  Man,  that  he  obferves 
Things,  confiders  and  takes  notice  of  God’s 
Doings,  He  regards  the  Works  of  the  Lord. 
Now  by  obferving  how  God  has  dealt  with 
Nations  in  former  Ages,  and  by  comparing  the 
State  of  thofe  Nations  with  that  of  any  other 
Community  at  prefent,  a  wife  and  a  good  Man 
may  in  fome  meafure  know  how  ’tis  likely  God 
will  treat  a  N ation  now  in  parallel  and  agreeing 
Circumftances.  As  for  Inffance,  when  the  Sins 
of  a  People  are  highly  aggravated,  and  Men  grow 
bold  and  harden’d  in  Iniquity  $  when  good  Men, 
many  of  them  are  taken  away,  and  thofe  who 
furvive  only  live  to  mourn  over  the.- Wicked* 
neis  of  the  Land,  are  not  able  to  (lem  the  Tide 
ot  Sin,  and  fcarcc  have  Power  to  pray  or  inter¬ 
cede  for  others  $  thefe  are  fad  Symptoms  (inaf- 
much  as  they  are  not  new  ones)  that  God’s 
Wrath  is  coming  down  on  fuch  a  Nation:  And 
t  herefore  when  God’s  People  fee  fuch  Signs,  let 
them  enter  into  their  Chambers ,  and  hide  themfelves . 

1  don’t  fay  that  God  is  obliged,  by  fuch  fore¬ 
going  Circuprfiances,  to  iignify  his  Deiigns  to 
his  People.  Sometimes  he  (hikes  the  Blow 
without  giving  any  W  aiming;  and ’tis  his  Roy¬ 
al  Prerogative  to  ufe  a  free  Liberty  in  this  Cafe. 

But 
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But  however  it  is  his  ufual  Method,  by  fome 
fiich  Ways  to  make  his  People,  who  are  obfer- 
vant  of  his  Doings,  to  underftand  what  Mea- 
fures  he  is  about  to  take. 

The  applicatory  Part  of  this  Subjeft  fhall  (as 
I  promifed  at  fir  ft)  coniift  in  the  following 
Rules  of  Duty. 

1.  Let  us  ftand  in  a  holy  Awe  of  this  great 
God,  who  is  the  Difpenfer  of  all  Calamities. 
God  has  an  abfolute  Command  of  all  Creatures, 
and  can  make  ufe  of  any  of  them  as  an  Inftru- 
ment  to  execute  his  Wrath  on  a  finful  People. 
Even  Flies  and  Lice^  thole  mean  and  delpicable 
Infe6ts,  can  Plague  Egypt ,  if  God  lets  them  loofe, 
and  gives  them  Commiffion.  Let  all  the  Earth  Pf. 
therefore  fear  the  Lord  let  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  ZHorld  ftand  in  awe  of  him.  The  Senfe  of 
this  fow  reign  Power  of  God  fhould  ftrike  into 
our  Hearts  a  Dread  of  hisMajefty,  a  reverential 
Regard  to  him,  and  a  holy  Fear  of  offending 
Him-,  who  can  crufh  a  whole  Kingdom  at  once, 
and,  if  he  pleafes,  lay  a  whole  World  inAfhes. 
We  muftbe  ftupid  to  the  laft  degree,  if  we  are 
not  hereby  deterred  from  Sin,  and  influenced  to 
maintain  in  our  Souls  an  awful  Regard  to  God, 

2.  Let  us  hate  Sin,  which  is  the  Caufe  of  io 
much  Mifchief  in  the  World.  What  can  be 
more  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  than  to  love  that 
which  produces  the  moft  mifchievous  Effe&s  to 
our  felves*  that  whereby  we  provoke  thejuftice 
of  God,  and  confequently  expofe  our  {elves,  to 
the  foreft Evils?  What  more  fottifh,  than  to  be 
pleafed  with  that  whereby  we  difoblige  our  beft 
Friend,  and  render  him  our  Enemy,  whofe  Fa¬ 
vour  it  moft  of  all  concerns  us  to  fecure  ? 

Let  us  therefore  flncerely  repent  of  what  we 
have  done  amifs  in  time  pafty  and  let  us  hate 

D  2  Sin 

*  ,  *  * 
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bin  with  a  perfect  Hatred,  fhunning  it  with 
the  exa&eft  Care  for  the  time  to  come".  There 
is  no  other  way  but  this,  of  fecuring  our 
Luke  xiii.  felves  in  publick  Danger.  Except  ye  repent ,  ye 
f-  jhall  all  perijh.  And  this,  thro’  the  Mercy  of 
God,  and  Merits  of  Chrift,  may  be  effe&ual  to 
our  Safety, 

3.  Let  us  admire  and  be  thankful  to  God  for 
his  extenfive  Patience  and  Goodnefs,  that  he 
does  not  punilh  us  lo  loon,  nor  in  fo  extreme  a 
manner  as  our  Sins  deferve.  Every  one  of  us 
may  juftly  admire  the  Patience  of  God  towards 
our  felves  in  particular .  How  bold  have  we  been 
in  Sin?  how  flothful  in  Duty?  how  little  have 
we  regarded  God’s  Honour,  or  our  bell  Inte- 
rcils  ?  And  yet  God  has  hitherto  fpared  us  ^ 
and  having  obtained  help  of  him,  we  continue 
to  this  Time.  The  worft  of  his  Plagues  on 
Earth  had  been  lefs  than  our  Deferts  5  and  the 
remedilefs  Torments  of  Hell  had  been  no  more 
.  ...  than  the  Wages  of  our  Sins.  But  ke  hath  not 

Phi.  cm.  dealt  with  us  after  our  Sins ,  nor  rewarded  us  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  Iniquities. 

We  may  aiio  admire  God’s  Patience,  asexer- 
ciied  towards  our  Nation  in  general.  How  un¬ 
fruitful  have  we  been  under  the  means  of  Grace  ? 
How  has  the  Land  groan’d  under  the  PrefTure 
of  Oaths,  Perjury,  Adultery,  Covetoufnefs,  and 
the  like  ?  How  ill  have  we  requited  God’s  In¬ 
dulgence  ?  We  have  chofen  Darknefs  rather  than 
Light,  and  all  Flefh  among  us  have  corrupted 
theii  Ways  j  and  yet  how  loth  has  God  been 
to  give  us  up,  or  to  cut  us  off  from  being  a 
People !  Tho’  we  have  incenfed  him,  he  ilill  for- 
beais  linking  the  Blow  :  And  tho’  we  are  at 
this  very  Day  under  the  Tokens  of  his  Difplea- 
une  (as  appears  by  the  Fall  of  Publick  Credit, 

and 
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and  theConfufion  into  which  the  Folly  of  fomc, 
and  theVillany  of  others  have  betray’d  us)  yet 
we  ought  with  Thankfulnefs  to  take  notice  of 
the  Divine  Mitigation.  God  yet  remembers  Mer¬ 
cy  5  let  us  join  with  Ezra  in  faying,  thou  our  Ezra 
God  haft  punijhed  us  lefts  than  our  Iniquities  defter ve.  1 3  * 

4.  Let  us  examine  our  felves,  whether  we  are 
of  the  Number  of  God’s  People  *  and  let  us  enr 
deavour  to  approve  our  felves  fuch  by  our  whole 
Conduft,  which  is  the  bell  Method  we  can 
take  in  order  to  being  fafe  in  Times  of  common 
Danger.  It  is  really  a  W onder,  how  any  Man 
can  be  tolerably  eafy,  while  he  lives  in  a  World 
where  he  is  liable  to  fo  many  Troubles  andDif- 
trefles,  till  he  is  once  fettled  in  this  Point,  and 
has  good  reafon  to  hope,  that  he  belongs  to  God 
in  the  1110ft  valuable  Senfe.  Let  us  therefore,  by 
the  Bxercife  of  all  Chriftian  Graces,  and  the  DiF 
charge  of  all  Chriftian  Duties,  make  it  appear, 
that  we  really  are  (what  we  pretend  to  be)  the 
People  and  Servants  of  the  moft  high  God.  A 
mere  outward  Profeftion  will  ftand  in  no  ftead : 

Tho’  Men  ferve  a  turn  by  it  very  often  among 
their  Fellow  Creatures  5  yet  God  ftearcheth  the  1  Chron. 
Hearts ,  and  trieth  the  Reins  5  he  knoweth  thofte  xxvljj: 
that  are  his ,  and  can  call  his  Sheep  hy  their  Name .  ^  ^ 

Thofe  who  ftielter  themfelves  under  a  mere  out-  johnx.  3 
ward  Profeftion,  will  find  it  to  be  a  very  weak 
Security  for  them  in  Times  of  Danger  5  God 
cannot  be  mocked,  he  will  find  them  out. 

y.  If  upon  Examination  our  Confciences  tefti- 
fy  that  we  are  God’s  People,  let  us^ompole  our 
felves  under  the  Expeftation  of  his  Judgments 
againft  a  finful  Nation,  and  not  terrify  our  felves 
with  great  Amazement,  but  fly  unto  him,  and 
take  up  a  holy  Reft  in  him.  God  is  our  Refuge,  xlvf, 
lays  the  Pfalmift,  and  Strength ,  a  very  preftent  l>  2a 

*  Help % 
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Help  in  Trouble  \  Therefore  will  not  we  fear ,  thd* 
the  Earth  be  removed ,  and  thd  the  Mountains  be 
carried  into  the  mid  ft  of  the  Sea ,  &c.  Tho’  the 
whole  Frame  of  Nature  is  disjointed  and  torn  in 
pieces,  the  Chriftian  may  quietly  repofe  himfelf 
m  his  God,  who  will  be  a  Sanctuary  to  him  in 
all  Diffreffes.  You  have,  my  Friends,  the  Ex¬ 
perience  of  the  Saints  in  all  Ages  to  encourage 
you  in  the  Fra&ice  of  this  Duty.  Nay,  I’ll  ap^* 
peal  to  your  felves,  whether  you  have  not  found 
God  ready  to  help  you  in  your  private  Afflic¬ 
tions  5  and  we  all  know,  how  God  has  once  and 
again  appeared  for  us  in  Publick  Dangers :  Let 
us  therefore,  with  a  becoming  Confidence,  re¬ 
pofe  our  felves  in  the  Almighty.  In  Cafes  of  a 
common  nature  between  Man  and  Man,  one, 
who  has  approved  himfelf  a  Friend  by  many 
Afts  of  Kindnefs,  will  be  much  offended,  if 
afterwards  he  be  fufpe&ed  of  Unwillingnefs  to 
afford  his  Help  in  a  time  of  Diffrefs:  Much 
more  reafon  then  has  God  to  be  difpleafed,  if 
after  all  his  Kindnefs  expreffed  to  his  Servants, 
all  his  folemn  Proteftations  of  Good-will  to¬ 
wards  them,  they  a£fc  as  if  they  queffioned  the 
Sincerity  or  the  Conftancy  of  his  Love,  by  be¬ 
ing  anxiouffy  perplexed  and  terrified  at  the  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  approaching  Evils,  forgetting  that 
the  Lord  reigneth,  and  that  he  changeth  not. 
God  has  been  a  Friend  to  thefe  Nations,  and 
has  dealt  exceeding  kindly  with  us  $  let  us  not 
diftruft  his  Help  nowj  he  may  poflibly  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  us  than  our  Fears  5  who  knows  but  he 
may  ffill  have  Mercy  on  us  ?  But  fuppofing  God 
should  put  into  our  hands  the  Cup  which  our 
/Neighbours  have  been  drinking  of,  and  fhould 
fend  the  defolating  Peftilenee  into  our  Borders  $ 
yet  let  the  Righteous,  the  few  Faithful  among 


(  31  ) 

us,  rejoice  with  a  holy  Serenity  of  Mind,  fince 
this  great  God  is  their  God.  The  good  Man 
may  fweetly  reft  under  his  Providence  •>  for  God 
will  either  keep  him  from,  orfupport  him  under 
the  foreft  temporal  Calamity,  and  will  certainly 
make  the  Ifliie  comfortable  to  him.  Let  us 
therefore  fay  with  the  Plalmift,  Our  Hearts  are  cx^ 
fixed)  O  God ,  trufting  in  thee ,  we  will  not  he  7, 
afraid  of  evil  Tidings.  In  all  the  Changes  of  the 
prefent  Life,  amidft  all  the  Commotions  of  a 
troublefome  World,  we  muft  make  God  our 
Refuge  5  and  having  done  thus,  we  ftiould  en¬ 
courage  our  felves  in  the  Lord,  and  with  Cheat- 
fulnefs  rely  on  his  Fatherly  Care  and  Proteftion 
of  us,  as  knowing,  that  all  things  JJjall  be  made 
to  work  together  for  Good  to  them ,  who  love  and  Rom.  viii. 
truft  in  God. 

From  the  foregoing  Difcourfe  we  may  learn, 
what  to  think  concerning  the  prefent  State  of 
our  own  Nation. 

Let  us  look  firft  on  the  dark  and  gloomy  fide 
of  our  Cafe. 

He  muft  be  a  great  Stranger  to  this  Kingdom, 
who  does  not  know  that  Sin  abounds  in  it  very 
much :  Profanenefs,  Immorality,  and  Vice  do 
not  creep  into  Corners,  but  walk  the  Streets 
barefaced  without  Malk  orDifguife.  The  pro- 
feffing  Servants  of  God  are  not  fo  ftri£t  and 
watchful  as  they  ought  to  be.  The  Decays  of 
ferious  Piety,  and  inward  Religion  arevifible; 
the  Love  of  many  waxes  cold.  W e  have  indeed 
the  Form  of  Godlinefs,  but  very  little  of  the 
Power  of  it.  For  thefe  things  we  may  expedfc 
that  God  will  reckon  with  us  >  and  how  loon 
he  may  vifit  us  for  our  Iniquities  we  know  not. 

There  is  reafon  to  imagine  that  it  will  not  be 
long  firft  i  his  defolating  Judgments  are  ravag- 
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ing  in  our  next  Neighbour’s  Country,  not  far 
from  our  own  Borders,  even  at  this  mne*  and 
they  feem  to  be  making  their  Way  towards  us. 
But  I  would  not  terrify  your  Minds  too  much, 
and  therefore 

Let  us  next  look  on  the  bright  fide  of  our 
Cafe. 

Blefled  be  God,  tho’ our  Cafe  be  bad,  ’tis  not 
yet  defperate  5  there  is  Hope  concerning  us. 
W e  are  a  profefllng  People  j  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Sins  and  Abominations  that  are  commit¬ 
ted  among  us,  we  have  ftill,  for  what  I  know, 
as  much  Religion  as  any  Nation  tinder  Heaven. 
There  are  many  righteous  Perfons,  I  doubt  not, 
in  our  Land.  We  have  many  pious  Chriftians, 
who  are  wreftling  with  God  in  Prayer  from 
time  to  time  to  fulpend  his  Judgments  3  many 
that  are  mourning  over  the  Impieties  of  this 
Nation,  and  plead  with  God  in  behalf  of  a 
finful  People.  And  who  knows  but  that  God 
may  hear  in  Heaven,  his  Dwelling-place,  and 
give  an  Anfwer  of  Peace.  It  is  a  hopeful  Symp¬ 
tom,  when  the  Servants  of  God  ufe  their  Inte- 
reft  with  him,  and  intercede  in  the  behalf  of 
any  Nation.  This  Symptom,  Thanks  be  to 
God,  we  have.  Let  us  therefore  take  Courage, 
and  return  unto  God,  repent  of  Sin,  and  reform 
our  Lives  5  and  then  there  is  reafon  to  hope, 
jer*  xviii.  that  God  will  yet  build  us  and plant  us ,  and  not 
7>  &  M' pluck  up)  pull  down ,  and  deftroy  us . 
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